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REMEMBER WHEN
GAS WAS...?

A Trip Down Memory
Lane at the Pump

— PROCESSING —

1176 YAMPA AVE.
_ CRAIG, CO. 81625 ~ Remember when pulling
into a gas station didn’t make

@ 970-826-0144 you nervous about looking at

he total?

@ 9 old gas.pricefsigndbr{r]gs bfa_clf[ — Oab Creek, (olorads —
.. agpprocessing.com memories of road trips, firs v
cars, family vacations, and a
time wheén handing the FLOWERS & GIFTS
attendant a few dollars could FOR LIFE’S

But gas stations themselves

were different. too From I do to just because,
; ) we create floral designs that tell your story.

EVENTS FLOWERS GIFTS PLANTS
You pulled up to the pump,

rolled down your window and 0 (970) 846-9836

said. “Fill ’er Up!”An attendant i_ji_i"blue.skyﬂorals G (ji_zf“blue.sk).-'.ﬂor‘.-ils1
would pump your gas, check

the oil, take a look under the
2464 DOWNHILL DRIVE hood and sometimes even

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO. 80487 clean yourWindShield.

& 970-871-7975 Today, that sounds almost

luxurious!

A Jactually put a noticeable
Lt et B amountof gasin the tank. W
7 > : M

“‘FILL’'ERUPY”

There was a time when you o
didn’t even have to get out of | weppines
your car.

agpprocessing.com

@ Elk River Custom Meats

HOW MUCH WAS A
GALLON? ﬁ - WHEREVER YOU

BUSTUM MEAT PRUEESSING chaGngg ori\?grsthhea)\//gacr;grtainly &‘ ,‘,}’,E-‘:’,‘_’,_Tgff’you
MEAT RETAIL SHOP |

CALL OR TEXT ‘ e ‘ ll";::’.‘s.ﬁ,leDLr
970-824-1 177 ON TIME ALL AROUND
HEEE |
% % YOUR RIDE. YOUR WAY. ALL AROUND. *% %
. e

BUILT TO SERVE |2

> Ok==Y

YOUR HOME.

(CONTINUE ON PAGE 2)
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(Continue from Front Page)

Approximate U.S. averages give us an idea of just how different a
trip to the gas station once looked:

1950s: Around 20-30¢ a gallon

1960s: Around 30¢ a gallon

1970s: Roughly 35¢ early in the decade, climbing significantly later
1980s: Often around $1-$1.25 a gallon

1990s: Frequently around $1-$1.30 a gallon

2000s: The $2 and $3 signs became much more familiar

Of course, prices varied depending on the year and where you lived.
Still, imagine pulling into a station today and seeing:

REGULAR — 29¢
There might be a traffic jam just getting into the parking lot!

YOURFIRST CAR

For many people, gas-price memories are connected to their first
set of wheels. Maybe it was an old pickup with a bench seat. Ma?/be
it was the family station wagon. Maybe it was a little car that rattled
squeaked and had a radio that only worked when it felt like it.

It might not have been fancy, but it represented something
important: FREEDOM. A driver's license, a few dollars for gas and
permission to stay out until a certain time could make you feel like
you owned the world.

ROAD TRIPS WERE AN ADVENTURE

Before GPS, smartphones and streaming music, a road trip
required a few essentials: a paper map, a cooler, snacks, a radio,
and someone in the passenger seat insisting they knew exactly
where you were.

“Are you sure this is the right road? "™YES!” Twenty miles
later...“Maybe we should've turned back there.” And, of course,
there was the classic question from the back seat: “ARE WE THERE
IET?” Usually asked approximately seven minutes after leaving

ome.

GAS STATIONS WERE DIFFERENT, TOO

Older gas stations could be destinations themselves. Some
offered madps, promotional glasses, dishes, toys or other giveaways.
Others had repair bays where a mechanic could take care of your
car while you waited. You might know the person working there by
name. You stopped for gasoline, but you might also hear the latest
town news, ?et directions or spend a few minutes visiting.It was
simply part of life.

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE

Cars have changed. Gas pumps have changed. Road maps have
mostly been replaced by phones. And the price displayed on the
giant sign certainly isn't what it used to be. But some things remain
exactly the same.

We still pile into vehicles for family vacations. We still stop for
shacks we probably don't need. We still debate which route is faster.
And sooner or later, somebody still asks:“How much farther?”

) Sometimes the cars that gave us the most trouble
also gave us the best stories. W
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® (970) 824-7086
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® www.brasskey-realty.com
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LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) 5%
With responsibilities surging both in the workplace and in the home, it's

important to prioritize how you deal with them. Be patient. Pressures will
begin to ease starting early next week.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21)

B Salome's Stars

A positive reaction to a suggestion could indicate that you're on track for
getting your message to the right people. Devote the weekend to catching
up with the special people in your life.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)

Despite your Arian penchant for wanting to tackle a problem head-on,
you might want to take a little more time to see how a current situation

unless you can accept the changes without feeling as if you're being

Taking on the role of peacemaker in a disruptive environment is a challenge, pressured mto dmng -

but you can do it. Just continue to have the same faith in yourself that so
many others have in you.

CAPR[CORN (Dece-mber 22to ,fanuar)' 19)

Family matters once again dominate much of the week. But don’t neglect
your workplace duties while you deal with them. An offer to help could
come from a surprising source.

AQUAR[US (January 20 to February 18)

A difficult workplace situation begins to ease, but there are still matters
that need to be dealt with before it's fully resolved. There’s also a more
posmve turn in domestlc relatlonshlps

CANCER (ine 21 o uty 2

Home is where the Moon Child wants to be early in the week. But by week’s
end, a chance to travel raises your excitement level — and that of the lucky
person who gets to go along.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)

Don't let yourself be rushed into making a decision about an intriguing
financial arrangement. Asking questions and checking it out now could
pay off in a big way later on.

LEO (uly 23 to August 22)

Be careful not to be a copycat when dealing with someone who uses unfair or
even unkind methods to reach a goal. As always, do the right thing the right
way, and you'll win in the end.

developslt COUId Sl it s e S e R e Lt e 0 e : SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21)
T AURUS (April 20 to May 20) A new attitude from those in charge could make things difficult for you,
)

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22)

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)

Although your work schedule keeps you busy, you should make time

to start preparing for an important upcoming family event that you'll

want to celebrate in a special way.
1

An offer could have many good things attached to it that aren’t apparent at You might have a tendency to be more than a bit judgmental,
first glance, including a chance to move into another career area. You might i but others understand that it comes from a warm, loving heart.
. want to check out its possibilities. A s AR s
K © 2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 2 7

PIZZAS
LOADED
MAC N CHEESE

FRESH MADE
SALADS
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& GLASSWARE
LIGHTERS
ROLLING SUPPLIES
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T
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* On Aug. 24, 1572, King Charles IX of France,
influenced by his mother, Catherine de Medici,
ordered the assassination of Huguenot Protestant
leaders in Paris, which launched a widespread
catastrophe of murders resulting in the deaths of

tens of thousands of Huguenots all across
the country.

* On Aug. 25, 1875, merchant navy captain Matthew
Webb became the first known person to successfully
swim the English Channel, in 21 hours and 45
minutes. Hailed as a national hero, a triumphal arch
was erected in his honor in his hometown and
The Daily Telegraph called him “probably the
best-known and most popular man in the world.

* On Aug. 26, 1873, the first free kindergartener in
America was started by Susan Blow in Carondelet,
a suburb of St. Louis, Missouri.

* On Aug. 27, 2007, Michael Vick, a star quarterback
for the Atlanta Falcons, pleaded guilty to a federal

felony charge related to running a dogfighting ring.

Four months later, he was sentenced to 23 months

in federal prison.

”

* On Aug. 28, 1963, acclaimed gospel singer
Mahalia Jackson helped turn Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s speech at the March on Washington
into one of American history’s most famous
orations when she instructed him to “tell them
about the dream, Martin” from behind the podium
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, prompting
him to put aside his notes and improvise the
entire next section of it.

+ On Aug. 29, 1982, Swedish-born actress and
three-time Academy Award winner Ingrid
Bergman died of cancer on her 67th birthday.
Best known for her role as Ilsa Lund opposite
Humphrey Bogart in “Casablanca,” Bergman had
stirred up an international scandal three decades
carlier by bearing a son with Italian director
Roberto Rossellini, to whom she wasn't

then married.

+ On Aug. 30, 2023, West Point announced that
an archaeologist had taken a second look at an
1828 time capsule, opened in an earlier livestream
and believed to be empty, and discovered valuable
coins and a medal under sediment at its bottom.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

WIS&QNSIN

AMERICA'S DAIRYLAND

Wisconsin leads the nation
in dairy production! Over

#1N
AR

90% of }he state's farr?s PRODUCTION
are family-owned. We're ] I

I & N THE US!
proud of our dairy heritage [ g

and delicious products!

The badger is tough,
determined and hard-working—
ust like Wisconsinites!

You might see ane digging
inthe dirt or near its burrow
in our forests and fields.

NATURAL BEAUTY

From rolling hills and
deep forests to over
15,000 lakes and two
Great Lakes, Wisconsin
is full of natural wonders
in every season.

TOUGH &
TENACIOUS
SINGE 1957!

ASEASONS
OFPURE

+ About Oun State «

WISCONSIN

R R R EEEE

) BREWCITY & MORE

w0 Milwaukee is famous for its
* brewing heritage, but
Wisconsin is also home to
vibrant cities, charming
towns, great festivals and
beautiful Lake Michigan
shorelines!

CRANBERRY COUNTRY

Wisconsin produces more
cranberries than any other
state! These little red berries
grow in marshes and are
used in everything from
salices to snacks.

Fun Fact!

Wisconsin was the frt state B
to adopt a state fair—way
@ back in 1848! The tradition
continues today at the

famous Wisconsin [ g.}i%gﬁl"nl
State Fair. 4 =

SREAT TS
 GRENT PEORLE

“People who love to eat are
always the best people.”
— Julia Child

@ 2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

REACH
LOCAL
CUSTOMERS

SUPPORT BE SEEN,
YOUR ‘ BE LOCAL,
COMMUNITY BE THE SPOT.

Even EXCha nge by Donna Pettman

Each numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letier answers. The (wo answers difler (rom each other
by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A [rom MASTER
for an I, you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.

1. Heavenly _ _ _ _V_ Dwup __ __Db_
2. Certain quartet _ T _ _ _ _ Planting season _P____
3. Expressgratitude  __ __ A _ _ Mullover b

4, Coronet I | Multitude D

5 Pendant  _ T Studenfscloset R
6. Beehive __ P _ _ _ _ Birdsanctuary _v____
7. LombardorBurnett _ L Chocolate alternate B

8. Arrogance P__ Groom's mate B_ _

9. Stockholmnative _ W _ _ Velvety leather _u__
10. Rowling's character _ _ T _ _ _ Composer Cole __R

© 2026 King lcatures Synd.. Inc.




HANK YOy

— % TO ALL OUR * —

FIREFIGHTERS,
EMS,

@ * QUESTIONS * @V * ANSWERS * {au

o Where were the werewolves o At Trader Vic’s. The 1978 song by e AND =
of London sipping a pina Warren Zevon started as a joke

colada? suggested by Phil Everly (of the LAW E N F 0 Rc E M E N T
Everly Brothers) and was penned in
9 Name the artist who wrote and 15 minutes. It was the recording that
silassad | Whansn B Wi was difficult, taking nearly 60 attempts. ﬂ)z a% W @

Lover.”
9 Prince. In 1979. The song went to

No. 1 on the Hot Soul Singles chart

Which group released “We

Gotta Get Out of This Place™? and stayed there for two weeks.

. o The Animals. In 1965, It appeared
Wh?re did Canned Heat on Rolling Stone’s list of the 500
get its name? Greatest Songs of All Time.

®© © O

Name the song that contains o From Sterno, the liquid fuel used

this lyric: “We're caught in under buffet chafing dishes. 4 4
atrap, | can't walk out, @ “Suspicious Minds,” by Elvis 51 E. 4" Street
Because | love you too much, Presley, released in 1969, Written . - =
baby.” and first recorded by Mark James in Craig, Co.
1968, the song failed to chart until
i) - * Presley’s version became a No. 1 hit. "
b \ N Presley’s recording was later inducted _D/ f FE 'g‘a 3. J
e t - \;} | ) |nto1t}f_Grammy Hall of Fame. : =S f "_ = gﬂ~
= @& L ey g% BUSINESS FLAGS & COMPUTER ggﬁzi&;ﬁz
% © 2026 King Features Syndicate % e FORMS LAMINATING SALES =

BANNERS

Advanced
Copier
Solutions RICOH

SALES * SERVICE ® SUPPORT ‘ AUTHORIZED DEALER

— WE SELL, SERVICE & REPAIR PRINTERS — E QO@
%) ® |

YOUR LOCAL

—=
_ PRINTER
H EXPERTS

Sales = Service * Support

SALES SERVICE SUPPLIES SUPPORT
Toner, Ink & Local Support

Parts You Can Count On

New & Preventive Fast & Reliable

Used Printers Maintenance On-Site Service

SERL, N
m Q craic
You CAN COUNT O 51 E 4th Street
\/ Craig, CO

Q STEAMBOAT SPRINGS
2754 Downhill Dr, Unit E

Fill in the missing letters to reveal the
Steamboat Springs, CO

nine-letter word that starts at one of the
four corners and moves clockwise around

the perimeter before ending in the center.
©2026 King Features Syndicate

{working with the copy shop
as a remote location)

KEEP YOUR BUSINESS MOVING. duic Quality You Can Trust

WE'LL KEEP YOUR PRINTERS WORKING. Experienced Technicians Local & Dependable




The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

' NEW YEAR.

’ NEW BEGINNINGS.
|
|
|

BRIGHT FUTURES.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

e

lest ui,

b = ADVERTISE! =
= SPOT TO AD' E[—"ﬂ—' - —Ei[-"_"‘“ —_— 1, U.S. STATES: Which two states do not observe Daylight Saving Time?
-5 REACH SUPPORT BE SEEN.
COSTOMERS e COMMUNITY e 2. ANATOMY: How many valves does th human hearthave?

3. MATH: What comes after a trillon?

IF | HAD TO AND | THINK WE MIGHT

ACTOALLY BE CLOSER TO : Ny
R Ry A 2 PLAIDFOOT'S TREASURE. A, GEOGRAPHY: What i the longest rive in Europe

THE MOUNTAIN.

3, TELEVISION: Whats the name of the hospital in the stoom “Scrubs™?
6. HISTORY: Which empire id Genghis Khan rule?

1. LITERATURE: Which chidren's book features a character called
Augustus Gloop?

8. ART: Who painted the famous work itled “Guemica™?

i 9, MOVIES: In which fim does Sidney Poitier's character sa
§ “They call me Mr. Tibs"?
SH )OST A HONCH, : 10 ASTRONOMY: What s the smallest planetin our solar system?
i OLD FRIEND.
8 e | [NEWER | Smevsmsemy
g 1. Arizona and Hawail. 6. The Mongol Empire,
& 2. Four 7. “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.”
§ 3. Quadilion. 8. Pablo icasso,
4. The Volga River. 9. “Inthe Heat of the Night."
5, Sacred Heart Hospital. 10. Mercury.

© 2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.




Stay Safe While Enjoying the Season!

STAY HYDRATED

Drink plenty of water
throughout the day, even if
you don't feel thirsty.

Avoid too many sugary
or alcoholic drinks.

WATCH FOR
HEAT ILLNESS

Know the warning signs

of heat exhaustion:

= Heawvy sweating = Headache
= Mausea = Muscle cramps
Mowve to a cool place, sip water,
and seek medical help if
symptorms worsen.

BE FIRE SMART

WwWith dry conditions across

Colorado, always:

= Follow local fire restrictions.

= Fully extinguish campfires.

= MNever toss cigarette butts
on the ground.

- Keep water or a showvel
nearby around campfires.

PLAY IT SAFE

Whether you’re riding bikes,
ATWs, or scooters, vwear a
helmet and cbey local
safety rules.

-
N

PROTECT YOUR SKIN

Apply sunscreen with SPF 30
or higher and reapply every
two hours—or more often if
yvou're swimming or sweating.

Don’t forget a hat
and sunglasses!

NEVER LEAVE
KIDS OR PETS
IN A VEHICLE

Temperatures inside a parked
car can become deadly
within minutes—even with
the windows cracked.

RESPECT WILDLIFE

Keep a safe distance
from all wildlife.

Store food properly o0
while camping and “' e
never feed wild animals. -

8y0y/' Fall
REGPONSIBLY! O

A little preparation goes a long way.

Stay cool, stay hydrated,
* and look out for family, friends,
and neighbors so everyone can

enjoy a safe and memorable fall!

A parked car can heat up by nearly

20°F in just 1O minutes—

even on a mild SO°F day!

od
El"fﬁ Time!

S90-\ \ SERVING BREAKFAS

"THURSDAY o SUNDAY ¢

_7._.-——"'

3 970-819-3363

® 9 @00 00008 S0 0D S 0D ONSDOO®ONDOOS OO0 SO0 BSSDRSS

@ 419 West Victory Way, Craig, CO 81625

@ jamericanjoeskitchen.com

’ﬂ’ﬂ
OQ ~
johnson

DOUBT? ...0R DARE!

|

GIwW
WEPORD
AILEK

PEKL
WULOAT
¥ ADW
¥ AEGP

DALPI ’_
¥ RKI

KADLET |

ROLGW J |_

Y ERWE

©2026 King Features Syndicate. All rights reserved.

Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from
any marked ( ¥ ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one
word (ex. W RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together.

Page 7



; c“g\( OUT THESE pj

T0 GET YOUR COPY OF :

Dark Horse quuor Store (Cralg)
. Bu1|t to Serve (Cralg)
Blue Sky Florals (Oak Creek)

CAN'T FIND A COPY? |

SCAN THE QR CODE

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- FOR THE DIGITAL VERSION! |
The Embroidery Shoppe (Cralg) |

Vallarta s (Cralg)

_____AGP (Cralg) g

Elk River Custom Meats (Steamboat Sprlngs)
 Backcountry Outpost (Meeker)
:::Jamerlcan Joes Kitchen (Craig)

_____Dlno Dlspensary (Dmosaur)_____ Pt

' Xvertuz (Dinosaur)
Yampa Valley Fiber Works {Cralg)

AVAILABLE ANYTIME, ONLINE! : . KEEP LAUGHING,
ON YOUR PHONE! 5
ON YOUR DEVICE! KEEP READING!

_4

ANYWHERE!
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The Dutch phrase “in
de pekel zitten” refers
to vegetables or
meatslefttositina
vinegary brine.

In modern English, the
phrase “in a pickle™
has come to mean a
difficult time, perhaps
when one’s only
option is to sit and
stew for a while.

Source: www.bonappetit.com
peterbstories.com

@ Fed:x

@ 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

SHIPPING
DROP-OFF

PARTNERS:

USPS

FiveSpot-

Investment terms

Knee or knuckle

JIO | I [N|T

Part before the
singing starts

A bridge position

Unable to raise
sufficient funds

Speak badly
about

Offer to others

Solve each row by replacing one letter from the answer above
or below and scrambling to make a new word. When complete,
the top and bottom words will have no lettersin common.

FiveSpot is a trademark of Michael McLinden

See more at www.sproutspuzzle.com 02652

¢

PACKING
SERVICES

‘ D EASY
RETURNS

S MAILBOX
‘ RS services

=8 O 970-620-4148 Qe

SENIOR

NEWS LINE

—— by Matilda Charles ———

Part D drug plan costs going up

M any of us avoid talking about polics, but now and then an issue
comes along tha needs to gab our atention.

The one we need to be concemned about now i he Medicae Part D subsdy that
will xpieat the end of the year and won't be offred in 2027

It tarted s the Part [ Premium Stabilzaton Demonstraton and was intended for
thos vith stand-aloe Part ) g plns. The money, $3.0 billontis yearalone v
given o the drg companies toproteetconsumersfom pice spikesinte premums
Ithelpee 25 millon benefcaries.

Hod now it oingavay,

What doe it mean for us? Likely it means higher monthly premums for our art D
drug phns. The pundit who talk aboutthese tings think that our monthly dug plan
premiums il nly goup $10 permonth, e say it e $20 per month, o maye
even o than v e paying now. A s point they e only guesing,

Between now and the end of the year we ned to lean how to sty the various
drug plan. Become famla with the Medicare drug plan comparion ool at
s nedicare gov/pla-compare.

And, as much as ] bate to even contemplate t,we need o figureout how o have
even moe rom our montly expenditres. One place tostat s with the costof our
s

Lok forlower coss for your prescriptionsat WellR (wwvellccom), GoodRa
(wwgoodrecom), SngleCare (wwwsinglecarecom) and Communiy Cares
(o communiycareso.com),

Learn how to aviate Trump's drug website (irumprov), although they don'
have alldrgs lsed .

Talk to th phamacit where you get your presciptions. Many pharmacies ue a
generc la to save cstomers money — and the avings can b sgnifican,

With e preparation, we can be eady or whatever i coming

RESOURCES: LeafScore.com,
DefendOurHealth.org, MayoClinic.org

or Cancer.org,

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Spats by Jeff Pickering
DO You KNoW
AT THE
WHERE HAPPINESS
1% MADET SETISFACTORY.

(kuhm PASH- uh mt) s adJectlve.

7 MEANING: .

Showing kindness, care,
and concern for
others.

. (

YOUR DESTINATION FOR

TIMELESS ELEGANCE

COMPLETE SALES & SERVICE

970-824-6343

530 YAMPA AVE
CRAIG, CO

SERVING NW. COLORADO FOR OVER 8() YEARS

.Z"".__. g : .;bta__..

[ [
®
e e S Lt Wlshlng@Well
' 66 USE IT: DIDYO[_IKNOW? 8 345 92492728734
i 2 I ey 3
andphelpeda rr!e':a‘r’nling "?ods:uffer 1 SNYBPORGWOOUWM
. oGy ||t kR b | 764 5625646754
. il G 3 ’__f‘fﬁTTETii'ie_fiﬂsiJ ODGEEOACATIDG G|
% 2 3 427 268 46 254
Do one compassionate thing for #}9:‘ GONRJESEAISREP
someone without being asked. * | 8 2 5 7 4 36 2 7 38 2 4
ILE ( E WI 3 ESEUPROIDETS SR
“A little compassion can & e 8 5786 273756 23
k big d ‘
o v\ J |[VEGINMMTEASAE
. 6 4 575 7 38 43 26 2
ut on a Lim y Gary Kopervas
Out on a Limb by Gary K AOBNLTACVRDRE
SLOGH 5 4 6 86 46 86 86 8 3
SLUOL‘J‘EH EAM%%\V\I%X EAETMLAODREYS
GNT I IRoNiC, |:| S0 0F MUK QUG | | HERE IS APLEASANT LITTLE GAME that wilgve you
VONIT ‘(OU y N\ message every day. It's anumerical puzzle designedto spell
5 SLOSH, .
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
'\/ \,\\ N K ? number of letters is 6 or more, subtract4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
H checked figures give you.
\@%/Ag ©2026 King Features Syndicate
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v Sl

. _ BEAT THE: - PREVENT~ *
= HEAT & WILDFIRES

‘ PSTAY COOL, STAY SAFE! ~SOBE= ONE SPARK CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING.
£ A @ DRINK PLENTY OF WATER : : | @ DONT.BUEE s
S Stay hydrated all day long. ‘: Burning de':aris.
1T 3 D Q) o
(10am - 4pm). or matches. L ] ¥
VMLART ,s @ DRESS FOR THE HEAT CHECK YOUR EQUIPMENT d/ 4
(N Wear light clothing, a hat, 0 B Chains dragging? Fix it. = i,
and sunglasses. Sparks start fires. OUR 'FORESTS,
CHECK ON OTHERS @

4
BE FIRE AWARE OUR HOME, ;
Look out for kids, seniors,
970.824.9812 STAY OOL STAY CAREFUL. STAY RESPONSIBLE. 'Ibgether, we can W\ 7

TS o~
-

P foclidh Know the fire danger " LET'S KEEP
pets, and neighbors.

and obey local restri THEM SAFE"
keep our community safe! -

i 5 , R OF -4
5 . & THE S
: O Fun en Wheels! sk
: by Ryan A. Berenz : I g FL E
. Ao i . A Classic Ride for Little Adventurers e
i 1. How many wins by knockout did LaMar Clark have on : FEm = =, * TOY RATING '
 Dec.1,1958, in a boxing tournament in Bingham, Utah? ] DIO * FLYER WAGUN % % % K 7Y
) ! o ittle Red Wagon
¢ 2. Name the ESPN college basketball announcer who ! The 0”9”' LIRS &
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BARNEY GOOGLE

MORNIN'
1 THOUGHT
THAR'D BE
A FULL
HOUSE !!

BEIN' IN HERE ALL BY YORE LONESOMENESS
GIVES A FELLER LOTS'A TIME T'THINK 11

I'M TH' ONLY ONE \ CAREFUL THAR, FER STEALIN'
IN HERE 7! WOW !} SMIF, OR T'LL
WIF 1T BEIN' SUNDAY /HAFTA ARREST LINES !

(s

PARSON TUTTLE'S

I'M SHUFFLIN', SMIF 1l
YA COMIN' 7

SSOHN ROSE.

OF NEW WAYS TO CHEAT OL'
SHERIFF TAIT QUTTA HIS
PONKER MONEY !!
HEH-HEH 1!

THIS IS WHERE
WE o7 THE

B POISON IVY.
REMEMER?

HERES WHERE THAT
BIG SNAKE
SCARER US!

Kids' Maze

THIS SWAMP IS §
BUG HEAVEN! A

f I KNOW WHY
PEOPLE INVENTER
INFOORS! 4

-

Page 12

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

SERVICES

O »S

.7 GENERAL | INSTALLATION |DRYWALLREPAIR| PLUMBING | ELECTRICAL | HOME REPAIRS
, HS‘\ET!%’TEAEASN & ASSEMBLY | & PATCHING | FIXTURES FIXTURES | & MAINTENAN

DEPENDABLE. PROFESSIONAL.
You can Skilled. Experienced. We don't cut corners. i
count on us. Trusted. We perfect ther

" CALL OR TEXT TODAY!

1-970-841-9950

2. The Odyssey (R) Matt Damon, Tom Holland

. Toy Story 5 (PG) Tom Hanks, Tim Allen
. Minions & Monsters (PG) Pierre Coffin, Trey Parker

3
4
5. Moana (PG) Dwayne Johnson, Catherine Laga'aia
6

. Hadestown: The Musical (\r) Reeve Carney, André De Shields

10. Young Washington (P6-13) Wiliam Frankyn-Miler

Mary-Louise Parker
© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.




Itchy allergles have this
hound howling

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My
2-wvear-old Basset Hound, “"Harlan.™
is allergic to something., but we
aren’t sure what it is. He’s got hot
spots, especially on his stomach
and hind qguarters, and he’s broken
the skin in some places from
scratching and biting. Our veterinar-
ian says to treat him for fleas and has
prescribed an antibiotic for the
scratches. I'm wondering if there is
more going on. What do wyou
recommend?

— Jake S. in Wheeling, West Virginia

DEAR JAKE: I'm sorry to hear that
Harlan is suffering. Allergies can be
a real pain., and finding the source
can take time.

Eliminating fleas and treating the
sores and hot spots is the first step in
the process of determining what is
causing a pet’s allergic reaction. If
Harlan responds well to this treat-
ment and has no further problems,
that’s great. If he doesn’t, the next
move is to gradually rule out other
potential allergens until the culprit is
found.

Dogs and cats can have histamine
reactions — redness, swelling,
sneezing, itching — to three primary
culprits: fleas, food and environment.
Some very effective flea treatments
have been developed owver the past
several wvears. so this is the easiest
allergy to treat. Food and enwviron-
mental allergies are tougher.

I'll address food allergies in my
next column. This week, what I
recommend for pet owners who are
dealing with the itching. hot spots
and general misery of an allergy., is
to contact their vet and follow their
instructions on treatment. Reduce
dust and pollen inside the home by
vacuuming frequently. Treat all your
furry pets for fleas, if you haven’t
done so yet.

And get out your notebook. You’ll
need to write down your pet’s
reaction, behaviors and symptoms to
start forming a picture of the
allergies they may have.

Sernd yvowur tips, commernts or
Gquestions ro ask@pawscorner.cornt.

© 2026 King Features Synd.. Inc.
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B suPPORT LOCAL. READ LOCAL. LAUGH LocAL. &
% Thank you for supporting local businesses, 4

ONLINE! KEEP
. ON YOUR PHONE! . LAUGHING,
ON YOUR DEVICE! KEEP READING!

% www.mainstreetbitsngiggles.com *

AVAILABLE ANYTIME,
ANYWHERE!

A FOUR-LETTER]
MAGIC MAZFE @& WWORD IN THE
MIDDI.E

D DG B YW T R P MK 1 F D B
Y D W LL U S D Q O MA K I D F
D N E sSs O H C E B S P MA L C
zZ X C WV S U R F P s Q1 S
O N L R AL EGNAIROIJ HM
H S B M I L C S F B E D C C R
A Y M C W A P V T L N P S N A
Q P E O N LL H K 1 E T H P | H
F D EC OB zZzZz(C A D I L L A C)
Y G N 1 T R O F M O C W V R U
S R Q P N M B L J I E H F B E

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all

directions forward., backward, up, down and diagonally

Unlisted clue hint: PROTECTION FOR THE HANDS
Appeared Cadillac Clamps Orange
Apprentice Chairs Climbs Placed
Brainchild Charms Comforting Sliced
Brooms Chosen Fabled

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Jusgst Like Cates & Dogs

WELL ... 1 SUPPOSE AT THIS POINT
THERE’S NO DEBATING IF WE LIKE IT
OR MAYBE HAGGLING OVER PRICE?

by DPave T. Phipps

DaNBsaISIUEN Iy 1] S1OpUiG saimey By g7070



SENIOR
* NEWS LINE

by Matilda Charles

Part D zlrug plan costs

going u

Many of us avoid talking about poli-
tics, but now and then an issue comes '
along that needs to grab our attention.

The one we need to be concerned |
about now is the Medicare Part D sub-
sidy that will expire at the end of the
year and won’t be offered in 2027.

It started as the Part D Premium

Stabilization Demonstration and was | 0 §
intended for those with stand-alone |

Part D drug plans. The money, $3.6 |

billion this year alone, was given to the |

drug companies to protect consumers

from price spikes in the premiums. It

helped 25 million beneficiaries. Fah
And now it’s going away.

i :
What does it mean for us? Likely it

means higher monthly premiums for
our Part D drug plans. The pundits
who talk about these things think that
our monthly drug plan premiums will |
only go up $10 per month. Others say
it will be $20 per month, or maybe
even lower than we’re paying now. At
this point they’re only guessing.

Between now and the end of the
year we need to learn how to study the
various drug plans. Become familiar
with the Medicare drug plan compar-
ison tool at www.medicare.gov/plan-
compare.

And, as much as I hate to even con-
template it, we need to figure out how |
to shave even more from our monthly i
expenditures. One place to start is with
the cost of our drugs. !

Look for lower costs for your pre-

THE ISSUE:

The Medicare Part D
subsidy that helps
keep premiums
down will expire

at the end of 2026.

WHAT IT MEANS:
Monthly premiums
for many Part D
drug plans could
increase in 2027.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

= Review and compare
drug plans at
www.medicare.gov/
plan-compare.

* Check lower-cost
options at WellRx,
GoodRx, SingleCare,
and Community Cares.

* Check out
trumprx.gov for
lower-priced
medications.

* Talk to your
pharmacist about
generic options.

REMEMBER:

A little preparation
today can help you
save tomorrow.

scriptions at WellRx (www.wellrx.

com), GoodRx (www.goodrx.com), i . ol
SingleCare (www.singlecare.com)
and Community Cares (wWww. Thank you to all
communitycaresrx.com). who have served our
Learn how to navigate Trump’s drug country and continue to
website (trumprx.gov), although they serve our conmumunities
don’t have all drugs listed yet. y
Talk to the pharmacist where you get *
- =7

your prescriptions. Many pharmacies
use a generic plan to save customers
money — and the savings can be sig-
nificant.

With a little preparation, we can be
ready for whatever is coming.

RESOURCES:
* www.medicare.gov/plan-compare
* www.wellrx.com
#* www.goodrx.com

© 2026 King Features Synd.
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“* www.singlecare.com
Y www.communitycaresrx.com
Y trumprx.gov
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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KOVEL

— By Terry and Kim Kovel

WPA Art

Under the Federal Art Project (FAP), one
of many work programs in America created
by the Works Progress Administration, the
WPA Art Project employed more than
10,000 artists. It did art projects, such as
murals for public buildings, and classes in
schools, from 1935 to 1943. Art projects
helped people with low incomes support
their families and made works of art that
were a cultural asset for all to enjoy.

If you see a piece of WPA art, such
as a drawing or print, it may be sold at a
low price. Signed works by artists who
worked for the WPA, like Ben Shahn or
John Steuart Curry, are valuable.

It can be harder to value some pieces
of “craft art” that the WPA made, rather
than “fine art,” like weavings, pottery,
furniture, or metalwork. Many craft pieces
were made by local craftspeople who were
trained or supervised by experienced
artists and craftspeople. See an example
of WPA craft art here.

The doll is a good example of WPA
craft art. It was made in 1942 or 1943
at the WPA Creative Arts Center in
Charleston, S.C. It is a “model” doll, one
made for a project, rather than a toy
for a child. Dolls like it were made for
the center to teach dollmaking to local
craftspeople.

Antiques

& Collecting

Craft art doll, WPA Creative Arts
Center, Charleston, S.C., 1942-1943.

Collectors and museums like WPA craft
art because it was made by many people
and shows America’s cultural history.
The doll sold at a Paul Christ Auction in
2012 for $180.

TIP: Dolls were often made in groups.
Look online to find others like yours.
Compare their prices at auctions and
antique shows, and check sold prices.

For other information, like the photographer’s
name, copyright date, publisher, or edition
number. These will help you determine the
values of the photographs. If they are originals,
they could be very valuable, and you may
want to contact an auction house that sells
photographs or celebrity memorabilia for
more information. If they are copies, they are
probably worth fairly little; about $10 to $20

each.
% % ok

TIP: Don’t put a runner or a vase on your
wooden table if it is in sunlight. Eventually
the finish will fade around the ornaments
and leave a shadow of the items on the
wood.

* ¥ %

CURRENT PRICES

Toy, set, Aero Circus, two airplanes, lead blimp,
tower pieces, instructions, box, Newton, 16 inches,
$265.

Medical, cabinet, apothecary, wood, overchanging
top, 55 compartments, gilt character labels, metal
mounts, shaped base, Chinese, 37 1/2 x 40 inches,
$510.

Print, Japanese, Katsushika Hokusai, The Great
‘Wave, frame, 18 x 22 inches, $895. 410.

For more collecting news, tips and resources,
visit www. Kovels.com

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

OK, CLASS, NEXT WEEK WE
ARE GOING To DO SOMETHING
A LITTLE DIFFERENT FOR FUN.

| WANT EACH OF YOU
TO INVITE ONE OF YOUR
PARENTS To CLASS.

| WANT YOU TO INTRODUCE
THEM AND TELL US ALL WHAT
EXCITING JOB THEY HAVE.

GooD NEWS, DAD. | GUESS
YOU'RE STILL YOUNG ENOUGH
To JoIN THE NASA PROGRAM!

Puzzles4K|ds choy

CODED RIDDLE

Change each letter to the one that comes immediately
BEFORE it in the alphabet to find a riddle and its answer.

Here’s a copy of the alphabet to guide you:

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

XlZz JT HSBTT TP EBOHFSPVT?

CFDBVTF JU JT GVMM PG CMBEFT.

©2026 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved
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¢ “] have a pair of pants I wear to garden in. The knees
wore out, naturally, and I went to sew patches on the knees.
[ left the top of the patch open, and when needed I slip a
piece of foam rubber in the knee. Magical knee pads!”

— R.E. in Oregon

® Are you great behind the lens of your camera and love
animals? Consider donating your time to your local animal
shelter as a pet photographer. Showing Mittens and Fido off
to their best advantage can mean the difference in finding a
forever home. Check with your local rescue organizations,
too!

® To clean your tarnished silver jewelry, simply line a tray or
shallow bowl with aluminum foil, lay the pieces on the foil and
fill with a hot water and detergent solution (NOT bleach-
containing). You may also use baking soda and hot water. Swish
and allow the tarnish to transfer to the foil. Use a soft cloth to dry.

o “If your windshield or back window fogs over, try this trick,
borrowed from the bathroom: Spread regular shaving cream over
the window and wipe clean with a cloth. Buff off any streaks with
newspaper. This will last a good while!” — P.P. in South Carolina

® Now is the time to tighten your cane-bottomed chairs. Flip the
chair over, then soak the cane with hot water and allow it to dry
fully in the sun.

o “If your plastic wrap gets sticky, place it in the refrigerator. You

can even store it there to keep it easy to unroll!” — L.K. in Arizona

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip,
1800 Pembrook Dr., Suite 300, Orlando, FL 32810.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Handmade

* Goat Milk Soap

* Goat Milk Lotion
Beeswax Lip Balm
and more!

519 Yampa Ave.
Craig, CO 81625
970-629-1378

rbsoapery.com
rbsoaperyl@gmail.com
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+Strange @
BUT TRUE

% By Lucie Winborne %

e According to facial recognition software, Leonardo
da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” is 83% happy, 9% disgusted,
6% fearful and 2% angry.

e The low air pressure of a twister can literally pull
a person’s eardrum outward.

e In 1900, motor boating was included in the Olympic
Games. Only a few races were held, however, and
they were eventually discontioned due to inconsistent
weather and mechanical failures.

® One acre of peanuts can make 30,000
peanut butter sandwiches.

® The first Europeans to discover the Great Lakes
named them the “Sweetwater Seas” and believed
that China bordered their shores.

¢ The skin of a jellyfish is so thin that
the animal can breathe through it.

Cellist Daniel Crawford composed a musical piece
for the cello in which each note represents a year
on NASA'’s record of global average temperature,
from 1880-2012.

e Between 1930 and 1935, nearly 750,000 American
farms were lost through bankruptcy or sheriff sales.

During the 18th and 19th centuries, many British
and American newspapers featured elegies for
dead pets. Among them, one scholar found six

for monkeys, 12 for canaries, 17 for cats

and 53 for dogs.

e Egyptians used vast amounts of linen to mummify
a body — in fact, the fabric on one mummy from
the 11th dynasty measured 9,095 feet, enough to
cover three tennis courts.

o “The Star-Spangled Banner” was almost the national
anthem of the United States. In 1931, Congress voted
in favor of it, but the final approval was never given.

® During a 1945 storm, a Navy cargo ship lost 28,800
rubber bath toys. They still wash up on shore today,
making bath toy collecting a popular hobby!

e The first TV commercial was for Bulova watches. It
was broadcast on July 1, 1941, on a New York City
station.

e In voodoo, a doll representing a person can be used
to bring good luck or bad fortune to that person.

e Horses cannot vomit.

e The Earth makes a full trip around the Sun in
365.2422 days.

® Soda jerks were often required to pass a test to

prove they could mix at least 100 different drinks.

‘ ‘ Thought for the Day: “We make a living by what
we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
— Winston Churchill ’ ,

* © 2026 King Features Synd., Inc. *
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Leg Cramps and Digit
Spasms Occur Due to
Lactose Intolerance

DEAR DR. ROACH: The
keywords seem quite contradictory,
but since about 2017, I’ve had
tons of muscle bone spasms

in legs and feet, finger and
thumb spasms, leg cramps at
night and while sitting, and lately
jaw spasms, some triggering a
very severe earache on the right.
My research so far shows some
similarities to low calcium, low
magnesium or both.

Also I've noticed that if I completely
avoid all lactose in any form (milk,
cheese or all foods with lactose),

I absolutely get 90% less of these
spasms. There seems to be something
in connection with these spasms

and lactose. What do you think?

I’'m an older male and lactose
intolerance seems to come with
age. I've cut way down on my dairy
intake anyway. Some doctors say
to take calcium and magnesium,
but other doctors don’t agree.

Dear Dr. Roach, what are your
thoughts on this? Also, any other
advice you have would be helpful.
— B.S.

DEAR B.S.: Muscle cramps are
common, and sometimes hard to
figure out. It is certainly possible
that the leg cramps are due to

the lack of calcium or magnesium,
but if that is the reason, you should
be able to take supplements that
would reduce or eliminate them.

‘What’s your opinion on having
dairy products in your diet in
general? You may want to talk
to a dietitian about that. You need
calcium, for sure.

Outside of milk and its products,
our country gets plenty of calcium.
I wouldn’t be surprised if you get
enough in your diet if you eat a
variety of non-dairy foods, such as
dark leafy greens, broccoli, fortified
foods, and fish in which the bones
are eaten. The body actually gets
calcium from a variety of sources.

As for lactose, the main cause is a
reduction in lactase, the enzyme that
breaks down lactose. Some people
start with lower levels of lactase
when they are born, or the levels
never reach a high level in their
small intestine like other people.
The reduction in lactase is a problem
in about 65% of the world’s people.
It varies from group to group.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have
several correctable errors that will
lead to grave, poor treatment due
to medical misinformation that you
addressed, but never brought to
the forefront with a sharp decline
in the medical standards practice
you would have liked to see or that
you were expecting and trusting.
The fail in education and
communication by health care
entities notably harms, if not

kills, many a patient.

For example, the often uncorrected
graphics, there are errors in most
charts you see posted in hospitals
or offices. A perfect example of
quality in approach to fatal that
your column or a person you
trust may have for you is to send
an email to keithroachmd@med.
cornell.edu.

I thank you for your years of
service and ask your staff to please
use corrective steps and terms
that we don’t play games with. All
our lives and happiness, peace of
mind, focus, and dedication matter.
As always, I'm with you. — J.B.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable
to answer individual letters, but
will incorporate them in the column
whenever possible. Readers may email
guestions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

by Japheth L|ght

There are 13 black hexagons in the puzzle.
Place the numbers 1 - 6 around each of them.
No number can be repeated in any partial
hexagon shape along the border of the puzzle.

Page 18
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& Easy € @ Medum @ @ @ Difficult
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Roast Skinny
Sweet Potato Fries
SRRV ¥ Y 3 S—

here’s skinny this and skinny that —

as in skinny jeans or a skinny latte —so [
couldn’t resist calling my family’s favorite
new version of roasted sweet potatoes:
“Skinny Sweet Potato Fries.”

It happened at the kitchen counter recently
when a basketful of the tuberous root
inspired me. Instead of cutting the sweet
potatoes in wedges like I've always done
for roasting vegetables, I slimmed the slices
and turned them into a new experience for
a tasty side to ribs, burgers, sandwiches
and fish. They make a tasty and unique
appetizer or a healthy snack, too.

Sweet potatoes have a rich, nutty and
sweet flavor, and they're full of good-for-you
beta carotene, antioxidants and fiber.
Transformed into these fries, the vegetable
is mouthwatering, delicious, and fun for
dipping with good ol ketchup (a kid favorite)

or a tasty low-fat mayonnaise/Sriracha combo.

SKINNY SWEET POTATO FRIES
Serves 4
* 4 medium sweet potatoes

approximately 5-inches long, peeled
o 1 tablespoon olive or vegetable oil
o 1 teaspoon kosher salt or to taste
® Pepper

Preheat the oven to 400 F. Cut the sweet
potatoes in half lengthwise. Place them
with the flat side down and cut them into
thin, long slices — about a 1/4 inch thick.
Place the thinly sliced pieces on their side
and cut additional thin slices, making sure

N\

Place the cut potatoes in a single layer on a
nonstick or parchment-lined rimmed cookie
sheet. Drizzle with olive oil, and sprinkle
with salt and pepper. Toss well.

Bake for 15 minutes, rotate the sheet, and
continue baking for another 10-15 minutes
until golden brown and tender. Serve hot.

EXTRA SERVING IDEAS:

o Spicy dipping sauce:
Stir together 4 tablespoons of low-fat
mayonnaise with 1 teaspoon of Sriracha
hot chili sauce. Or substitute a squeeze
of fresh lime juice for the sauce.

N

¢ Garlic dipping sauce:

. Season on the fries before baking

+ Donna Erichson creates relationships
. and community through food and fun,
: Find more to nourish and delight you at
© www.donnaerickson.com.

Stir together 2 tablespoons of low-fat
mayonnaise with 2 tablespoons of
fat-free Greek yogurt and 1 clove of
garlic, crushed and minced.

with any number of herbs and spices such
as thyme, parsley, cumin, chili powder or
smoked paprika.

* k%

© 2026 Donna Erickson
Distributed by King Features Synd.
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ACROSS

1 Sheepish
"Hello!" 12

4 Qut of control [73

8 Regretted

—

2 |3 4 15 |6 |7 g8 [9 |10 |11

12 U.S. Navy 18
vessel
13 — Crunch
(breakfast
cereal)
- “eso [JUTPOST 22
Guthrie
S © (970) 878-4428
ball =
16 Manitoba TR
tribe 40 41 42 |43 |44
O _ - 0 223 8th St Meeker, CO 81641
18 Cold-hardy _—
o T veggle [ o ° @) https://www.backcountry-outpost.com/
amount 51 52 53
22 Green shade
23 Kick out 47 Actress 8 Indian yogurt 32 Novelist
26 Send elec- Longoria dish Waugh
tronically 48 Lighten 9 Language of 34 Mother
27 Extinct bird 49 Wall St. Pakistan Teresa, for
30 Sunrise direc-  debuts 10 Power co. one
tion 50 Profit supply 35 Mass cele-
31 Future flower 51 Times Sq. 11 Stadium top brant
32 Border on force 19 Diplomacy 36 Mailed a tax
33 Tipsy 52 Salamander 20 — -Mex cui- return
34 ABobbsey 53 Hosp. areas sine 37 Toss
twin 23 Long, skinny 38 Beheld
35 Dish DOWN fish 39 Stage show
36 Cat's coat 1 Gust 24 — alai 40 Grate
37 Three, in 2 Wineregion 25 Proposal fig. 41 Superhero's
Rome 3 Envelope abbr. 26 Gaiety garment
38 Young per- 4 Emphasize 27 CEO's 42 Vegas game
son, meta- 5 Tie the knot degree, often 43 Always
phorically 6 Autobahn 28 Chic nomore 44 D.C. baseball
45 Mideast air- auto 29 Chowed down  team
line 7 Skateboard- 31 Shopper's

46 Bern's river er's protection  quest
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