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REMEMBER WHEN 
GAS WAS…?

A Trip Down Memory 
Lane at the Pump

   Remember when pulling 
into a gas station didn’t make 
you nervous about looking at 
the total?
   For many of us, seeing an 
old gas price sign brings back 
memories of road trips, first 
cars, family vacations, and a 
t ime when handing the 
attendant a few dollars could 
actually put a noticeable 
amount of gas in the tank.
   But gas stations themselves 
were different, too.
“FILL ’ER UP!”
   There was a time when you 
didn’t even have to get out of 
your car.
   You pulled up to the pump, 
rolled down your window and 
said, “Fill ’er up!”An attendant 
would pump your gas, check 
the oil, take a look under the 
hood and sometimes even 
clean your windshield.
   Today, that sounds almost 
luxurious!

HOW MUCH WAS A 
GALLON?

   
   Gas prices have certainly 
changed over the years.

   (CONTINUE ON PAGE 2) 
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Approximate U.S. averages give us an idea of just how different a 
trip to the gas station once looked:

1950s: Around 20–30¢ a gallon
1960s: Around 30¢ a gallon
1970s: Roughly 35¢ early in the decade, climbing significantly later
1980s: Often around $1–$1.25 a gallon
1990s: Frequently around $1–$1.30 a gallon
2000s: The $2 and $3 signs became much more familiar

Of course, prices varied depending on the year and where you lived.
Still, imagine pulling into a station today and seeing:

REGULAR — 29¢
There might be a traffic jam just getting into the parking lot!

YOUR FIRST CAR
   For many people, gas-price memories are connected to their first 
set of wheels. Maybe it was an old pickup with a bench seat. Maybe 
it was the family station wagon. Maybe it was a little car that rattled, 
squeaked and had a radio that only worked when it felt like it.
   It might not have been fancy, but it represented something 
important: FREEDOM. A driver's license, a few dollars for gas and 
permission to stay out until a certain time could make you feel like 
you owned the world.

ROAD TRIPS WERE AN ADVENTURE
   Before GPS, smartphones and streaming music, a road trip 
required a few essentials: a paper map, a cooler, snacks, a radio, 
and someone in the passenger seat insisting they knew exactly 
where you were.
   “Are you sure this is the right road? ”“YES!” Twenty miles 
later...“Maybe we should've turned back there.” And, of course, 
there was the classic question from the back seat: “ARE WE THERE 
YET?” Usually asked approximately seven minutes after leaving 
home.

GAS STATIONS WERE DIFFERENT, TOO
   Older gas stations could be destinations themselves. Some 
offered maps, promotional glasses, dishes, toys or other giveaways. 
Others had repair bays where a mechanic could take care of your 
car while you waited. You might know the person working there by 
name. You stopped for gasoline, but you might also hear the latest 
town news, get directions or spend a few minutes visiting.It was 
simply part of life. 

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE
   Cars have changed. Gas pumps have changed. Road maps have 
mostly been replaced by phones. And the price displayed on the 
giant sign certainly isn't what it used to be. But some things remain 
exactly the same. 
   We still pile into vehicles for family vacations. We still stop for 
snacks we probably don't need. We still debate which route is faster. 
And sooner or later, somebody still asks:“How much farther?”

⛽ Sometimes the cars that gave us the most trouble 

also gave us the best stories. ⛽
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519 Yampa Ave, Craig, Co
970-824-6770
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